
 OLDER ADULTS NEEDS AND ASSETS ANALYSIS 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
 Background:  Older adults are the fastest-growing group of people experiencing 
homelessness in the United States1. Currently, older adults make up almost half of the 
homeless population, and the numbers are expected to triple by 20302. Older adults 
experiencing homelessness have more complex health needs when compared to their 
housed counterparts, including prevalence and severity of physical and geriatric conditions 
like falls, memory loss, difficulty performing activities of daily living (ADLs) like bathing, 
eating, and dressing, cognitive impairment, other functional impairments, and higher rates of 
mental health and substance use disorder conditions.3 

For many older adults experiencing homelessness — especially those living with disabilities 
— the existing systems of care are failing to meet their basic needs. Most shelters and 
housing programs are not equipped for mobility challenges, leaving out people who use 
wheelchairs, walkers, or need medical devices such as oxygen tanks. The same lack of 
accessibility extends to health and behavioral care. These systems are rarely designed to 
reach people who lack stable housing, making it especially hard for older adults to get 
ongoing treatment or long-term support. Together, these gaps in housing and health 
services leave some of our most vulnerable neighbors without a safe place to live or the 
care they need to stay healthy. 

 
 Proposal: [Organization Name] is seeking to collaborate with local stakeholders who 
offer support to and provide resources for older adults in general, and those experiencing 
homelessness specifically. As [organization receiving the email] focuses on [include 
elements of service delivery/advocacy/focus on older adults], [organization sending 
email] is inviting you to participate in this cross-sector effort. 
 
Specifically, we are hoping to engage [organization receiving this email] in focused 
conversations and data analysis to understand: 
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●​ The number of people experiencing homelessness who are age 50 and older in our 
community 

●​ The specific housing, physical health, and behavioral health needs of this population 
●​ The current resources that your organization offers or refers older adults and/or 

older adults experiencing homelessness to meet needs across the domains of 
housing and health 

●​ The mechanisms your organization currently uses to fund these services 
●​ Resource, capacity, and workforce gaps that could be addressed to better meet the 

needs of older adults experiencing homelessness in our community 
 
The goal of this project is to create an asset map of all current services and resources 
available for the population. Additionally, we are aiming to use the collaborative knowledge 
of this cross sector group to identify short term and long term recommendations for 
meeting the needs of this population’s health and housing needs. 

                                                                                                    


